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Timeless. If | had to describe music using one word
only, that would be it. Melodies can remind you of a
person, a place, a moment, or an era. A specific tune
can grant you the warmth of your first love.
Sometimes even the agony of your first heartbreak. An
oldie plays on the radio, while you watch your parents
sing and dance to it, taken back to when it was all they
listened to. Songs are able to capture moments in
people's lives that with every listen make you relive
each expression, emotion, and sensation. They tell a
story that allows anyone and everyone to understand.

A single song has the capacity of telling the stories of

millions, which ultimately make up a society s
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| memory, tradition, and identity. Tradition is being

able to commemorate the past while keeping it alive
through one's memory. Identity is the understanding
of what was, what is, and what will come your way.
Picture an island. Some come and stay, others go. But
they all leave an influence, and eventually a legacy.
This is the case of the people of San Andrés Island.
Their community is one that finds itself reflected and
represented in their music. Even though they have
been affected by tons of other cultures, the music they

play is who they are.



San Andrés Island
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The motive behind this reflection is to be able to
understand, in the case of this specific community,
how music is a demonstration of their tradition,
memory, and identity. To do this, | have selected 3
songs originated in San Andres to reinterpret. | have
done background research on the songs, the artists,
the instruments, and the history of the musical genres.
To truly deepen my analysis, | will be discussing 3
points. Validity, are the selected music genres really
viable when it comes to examining the music of San
Andres? Context, what is the story behind all the

songs and what inspired the artists? Lastly,

connection.
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After analyzing the two previous aspects, to fully
comprehend the reflection, | shall conclude a
connection between the chosen songs and the 3

aspects: tradition, memory, and identity.

Caribbean New Style, a popular San Andrés music group

focused on maintaining the traditions of the island’s music
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San Andrés, Providencia and Santa Catalina are three
islands located in the Caribbean Sea. This archipelago
is the only non-continental department of Colombia.
Due to its geographic location, for as long as anyone
can remember, the islands receive lots of foreigners.
This history of being a host to so many different
cultures is visible in the variety of the people. The
population is a mix of all those who came, were
brought, stayed, and left. It is also noticeable in their
language, Creole, which is a combination of English,
Spanish, and French. A dive into their history is quite

the ride so our sole focus will be how all these arrivals

have an impact on their music.
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Strictly surface research will lead you to find that the
typical music genres found in these islands are Soca,

Calypso, Reggae, and a few others.

Typical Instruments of Soca, Calypso, and Reggae

R —



‘What the depth of the research affects is the fact that,
although these genres are commonly associated with
San Andrés, they are not entirely originated there.
After finding this out, one might say that these genres
can no longer be related to the islands, but | beg to
differ. The Soca genre was created in the early
seventies by a man named Garfield Blackman. He was
born in Trinidad and Tobago a country that, like the
San Andrés islands, received tons of influences from
other cultures. Blackman, considered the Father of
Soca, came up with the genre by integrating African
and East Indian music as an attempt to put a stop to

the feuding of the races in his country.



When the genre arrived to the San Andrés islands, the
Raizales immediately felt comfort in the language and
unique joyfulness of the music. Many describe it as the

happiest and most humorous of Caribbean rhythms.
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1 Soca Music Festivals in Trinidad y Tobago ]
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Even though the peope of the islands felt identified
with the rhythm quickly, due to other modern
influences, Soca isn't produced and listened to as
much anymore. Pure Soca that is. Most artists have
been preserving the genre by letting Soca influence
the way they play the modern rhythmes. This capacity
to forever hold a special place in the San Andrés’
people's memory is what truly makes Soca typical.
Soca derives from the genre Calypso, also commonly
associated with San Andrés, but for different reasons.
Calypso comes from western Africa and the lyrics
normally speak of slaves and ex-slaves' past

experiences.
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It uses pretty much the same instruments as Soca.
These being guitars, the horse jawbone, the steelpan
or tinabajo, maracas, and the mandolin. Although,
again, the rhythm isn't from San Andrés, people care
for it because it is part of the roots of their ancestors.
Lastly, Reggae. This genre is mostly linked to countries
like Jamaica, but when the San Andrés islands
received the rhythm, they found a way to make it their
own. Each story behind every single one of the typical
music genres adds up to the beautiful identity of
Raizal music. Though it evolves so frequently as a

result to all that it receives, through tradition and

memory it remains the music of San Andrés.
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Quijada de Caballo or Jawbone
One of the most popular instruments on the islands
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Wii Are One - Job Saas
The first tune is a calm reggae song written and sung
by Job Saas alongside Kalsy. The lyrics speak of how
united the people of the three islands are and the
characteristics that make them and the islands
unique and beautiful. What is significantly interesting
about the song is the fact that Job Saas is an ex-
member and founder of what was one of the most
popular reggae bands of San Andrés, The Rebels (HB).
For years, they played and made music for their
people, always keeping up with the modern rhythms

while never forgetting where they started.
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After the band broke up, Job Saas continued making
music as a solo artist. “Wii Are One” is a song that
shows how no matter with who or how, his music will
still touch the hearts of the Raizales. His compositions

and specifically this song is a beautiful example of how

music reflects identity.




Lucelia - Creole Group

The second tune is a Calypso song written and

performed by Creole Group. The cheerful and
danceable beat is a great way to introduce the music

genre to someone. The musical group originated in

San Andrés contains seven members and the

reasoning behind their name really makes them stand
out. They focus on preserving the language of the

islands, Creole. They make sure to compose and write
songs that fit the structure of the rhythm even though
with the passing of the years both Calypso and Creole

aren't popularly used.
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This highly enjoyable melody and beat is a prominent
example of music reflecting the memory and identity

of the San Andrés community.

Creole Group playing Lucelia: Amplificado

R —



Soca Music - Orange Hill
Lastly, a delightful Soca song written and presented
by the San Andrés group Orange Hill. As the name
foreshadows, the song speaks about how motivating a
good Soca song can be. It has the ability to lift one
right up on their feet even when they're feeling down.
It truly holds a special place in the Raizales’ hearts.
Now, as for the group, Orange Hill has been together
for more than forty years. They have experienced first-
hand and demonstrated the evolution the music of
San Andrés goes through. Currently, they are asked to
play boleros or vallenatos, while back in the day they

would only play Mento, Soca, and Reggae.
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They don't find this to be a bad thing because no
matter what genre they play, they will always treat
Soca as the base of it. They even say that the
instruments they use have never and will never
change because then the flavor of it will. Throughout
their entire career, their music and position towards it
is a heart-warming depiction of memory and

tradition.
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1 Orange Hill playing Soca Music: Amplificado ]
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